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93-196 June 30, 1993 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
EIU GRADUATION RATES TOP NATIONAL AVERAGE 
CHARLESTON, IL--Student graduation rates at Eastern Illinois 
University continue to exceed state and national averages, 
according to a retention study prepared by the university for the 
Board of Governors Universities, its governing board. 
Graduation rates of Eastern students after six years have 
consistently been between 58-61 percent compared to a national 
average of slightly less than 50 percent for universities of 
Eastern ' s size and type, the report stated. 
Eastern also has the second highest graduation rate of all 
Illinois public universities. 
If university employees taking classes part-time and stu-
dents in pre- professional programs or transfer curriculum are 
removed from the general student population, Eastern ' s graduation 
rate approaches 70 percent. 
"The excellent residence hall program at Eastern is a vital 
factor in Eastern's retention and graduation rates and in student 
satisfaction with the university," said Shirley Moore, dean of 
academic development at Eastern, who prepared the report. 
Moore explained that the data in the report is based on 
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average ACT score than the national norm. 
Additional information in the study mentions specific 
efforts by the university to retain students, such as a freshmen 
seminar about the university, academic advising, new student 
orientation and special programs for minorities. 
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